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Introduction
The Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) is leading the Southwest Connector Planning and 
Environmental Linkages (PEL) Study with the goals of identifying potential transportation improvements 
along Illinois 3, Illinois 154, and Illinois 13/127 from Waterloo to Murphysboro, to reduce travel times, 
improve safety, facilitate freight movement, and enhance connectivity between communities in 
Southwest Illinois and the St. Louis Metro Area. Public feedback helps determine the Purpose and Need, 
Alternatives, and Alternatives to be Carried Forward of the study. 

Figure 1: Study Area

Online Public Meeting
IDOT sponsored an Online Public Meeting to introduce the project, the study area’s existing conditions, 
the draft Purpose and Need Statement, and the alternatives screening process. The meeting was open 
from July 28, 2025 to August 18, 2025, at southwestconnector.com. 3,386 users visited the online 
meeting while it was active, 3,076 of which were new to the site. There were 969 engaged sessions, where 
visitors either stayed on the page for at least 10 seconds, viewed two or more pages, or made an action 
like completing a form or signing up for emails. Most website traffic was obtained through organic social 
media referrals.. 

Advertisement
A legal notice for the Online Public Meeting was posted in The Southern Illinoisan on July 19, 2025, and 
July 22, 2025; The Republic Times on July 16, 2025, and July 23, 2025; and the County Journal on July 17, 
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Appendix A

Online Public Meeting Materials
Date: July 28, 2025 – August 18, 2025



Official Certificate of Publication as Required by
State Law and IPA By-Laws

CERTIFICATE OF THE PUBLISHER
      Willis Publishing, Inc. certifies that it is the publisher of the County Journal. County Journal is a 
secular newspaper, has been continuously published weekly for more that fifty (50) weeks prior to the 
first publication of the attached notice, is published in the Village of Percy, County of Randolph, 
Township of Percy, State of Illinois, is of general circulation throughout that county and surrounding 
area, and is a newspaper as defined by 715 ILCS 5/5.

   A notice, a true copy of which is attached, was published 1 time(s) in the County Journal, namely one 
time per week for 1 successive week(s). The first publication of the notice was made in the newspaper, 
dated and published on the 17th day of July 2025 and the last publication of the notice was made in the 
newspaper dated and published on the 17th day of July, 2025. The notice was also placed on a statewide 
public notice website as required by 715 ILCS 5/2.1.

   In witness, Willis Publishing has signed this certificate by Larry Willis, its publisher, at Percy, Illinois, 
on the 17th day of July, 2025.            

        By: Leslie Froemling
        Printer's Fee:$136

17” Legal
Virtual Public Meeting
IDOT Dist 9 Southwest Connector PEL

              P.O. Box 369 | Percy, IL 62272 | 618.497.8272













The Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) is hosting a virtual public meeting for the 
Southwest Connector Planning and Environmental Linkages (PEL) Study. The study is 
identifying potential transportation improvements along Illinois 3, Illinois 154, and Illinois 13/127 
from Waterloo to Murphysboro to reduce travel times, improve safety, facilitate the movement of 
freight, and enhance connectivity between communities in Southwest Illinois and the St. Louis 
Metro Area – providing greater access to jobs, education, healthcare, recreation, and more. The 
study also includes a re-evaluation of the proposed Illinois 13/127 improvements between 
Murphysboro and Pinckneyville initially developed in 2007.

As a stakeholder in the study, we need your input and feedback to inform the study and help our 
team develop potential transportation solutions that best address the needs, opportunities, and 
challenges in the study area, minimize or avoid environmental impacts, and complement current 
and future community goals and development.

Please participate in the virtual public meeting by visiting the study website at 
southwestconnector.com. The virtual meeting will include information on the study process, 
existing conditions data for the study area, background on alternatives development and 
screening and opportunity to review and provide input on the study’s draft Purpose and Need 
document. While on the site, make sure to complete our survey and sign up for email updates.

The virtual public meeting will be available July 28 – August 18, 2025. Comments 
received by August 18, 2025 will be included in the official public record for the study.

Comments may be submitted on study website, by email to 
contact@southwestconnector.com, or by mail to Illinois Department of Transportation, 
District 9, Attn: Southwest Connector PEL Study, 2801 Murphysboro Road, Carbondale, 
IL 62901.
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Appendix B

Online Public Meeting Comments
Date: July 28, 2025 – August 18, 2025



Submission Date Would you like to join the mailing list? Comment or Question

08/19/25 Yes

Why not make Route 3 a four lane highway? 
Which is very much needed. 
Instead you're wasting money on all of these "studies".
Money that could be put toward Route 3 expansion.

08/18/25 No

As a resident, tax payer, and business owner that lives and works in Southern Illinois, I am against 
this project. 

We do not want to spend anymore tax money on these type of projects. Our taxes are the highest in 
the country. Please focus on balancing the budget, paying peoples pensions that were promised, 
repair and manage our current roadways and infrastructure that is deteriorating. Lastly no one 
wants anymore bike trails in this area, so Just stop it.

08/18/25 Yes

I dont want farmland to be destroyed,  why can't you connect carbondale to interstate 55 ? it 
already has 4 lanes , prob cheaper then adding new 4 lane to current 2 lane highway,  also if you 
build this and it goes around red bud , im afraid they will loose business like gas stations and 
restaurants,  why push this ? Who's family members will be making money on this project ? Look 
into politicians and anyone else pushing this and connect dots on who's benefiting from it the 
farmers won't get what land is worth and people that recently built homes to be in the country away 
from stuff like this values will go down also I've measured time it takes to get from carbondale to 
stl through waterloo now and it dont seem like it will cut much time building this , if people that 
live in carbondale need to get to stl faster move closer to it 

08/18/25 Yes

This is an outdated idea from a time when St Louis and Carbondale were successful cities. Both 
are dying cities now. There is no good that will come from a project like this now. This will be 
nothing but an expensive, drug trafficking expressway. The increase in accidents is very likely due 
to distracted driving, especially cell phone use. We don’t need more distracted drivers with higher 
speed limits running even more drugs through these small towns. Terrible idea.

08/15/25 Yes

"With all the expanding industries on the east end of Red Bud and out on 154 towards the 
Kaskaskia River, East Market Street in Red Bud and IL154 has become a high-traffic road for both 
passenger vehicles and large tractor trailers.  With this growing traffic, I'd like to suggest bypassing 
Red Bud as being the first step of the plan.
It would help make the road safer for both vehicles and pedestrians traveling that route."
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Submission Date Would you like to join the mailing list? Comment or Question

08/14/25 Yes

Why do you want to kill the small towns by bypassing them???  How many farm families will you 
put at risk of loosing generational family farms. This is nothing but a money grab from big city 
ideas.   Without the countryside and country roads, where will the wildlife be, the fields of corn 
clover beans.  The pleasures of slowing down and admiring nature and God‘s country. This is 
criminal. It will not speed up the travel much, but it will just draw a lot of things. This whole idea 
needs to be re-examined.

08/14/25 Yes I think this is a wonderful idea and will greatly increase commerce in the area

08/13/25 Yes

This whole thing is a complete waste of time and money. There is nothing in these areas that 
require a major highway project. What is really needed is to maintain the roads we currently have 
rather than this.
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Submission Date Would you like to join the mailing list? Comment or Question

08/13/25 No

Thank you to those taking the time to research and gather feedback on this important topic.  I am 
both a small business owner and resident of Red Bud.  I also travel on Route 3  from Red Bud to 
Missouri most days.  

I’ve read the documentation provided about the project, and I’m disappointed in the lack of 
supporting evidence provided for this project.  Specifically, for a project of this size and cost, it is 
vital to provide the public with researched and evidence-based data on why a four-lane highway 
will benefit Southern Illinois communities economically.  

I’m particularly curious to see additional evidence on how this project will benefit economically 
the residents and business owners of Red Bud, given that the currently planned route would 
actually divert and encourage traffic around our city.  

As far as I can tell, there has been no study completed on the estimated economic impact of this 
road to cities like Red Bud.  I researched the 2019 Task Force report, and while the report 
presented a few thoughts on how a road like this might impact a city like Red Bud economically, 
there was no actual data provided to support their arguments.  That report was essentially a thesis 
paper without supporting evidence — or a “if we build it, they will come” approach.  
Unfortunately, for cities like Red Bud that rely on travelers to come through our town, an equal (an 
an equally non-evidenced based) argument could be made that “if we build it, they will go around.” 

As a small business owner in Red Bud, with a business location in downtown Red Bud, a 
connector road that encourages travelers to bypass Red Bud could be economically devastating to 
my businesses and others like it.  I have yet to see any evidence supporting the argument that there 
is unmet demand from tourists and travelers that want to visit places like Red Bud, but are unable 
(or unwilling) to do so because they must take a 2-lane road to get there.    

In addition, I live near where the road is currently planned - I see no data provided in your 
materials addressing the economic impacts of reduced farmland, increased noise and gas pollution 
if more people actually use the road (which again I don’t see any data supporting this claim), and 
decreases in home values of residences near the planned route.  

08/12/25 Yes

I don't think it's a good idea at all. Negatively affect too many people's property and farmland for 
possible good it would do. Why not make access from Murphysboro west to I 55 in MO for quicker 
, better access to St. Louis/
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Submission Date Would you like to join the mailing list? Comment or Question

08/12/25 No

If the current roads for example, I-255, route 3, can not be maintained now, how is a new road 
going to be maintained? The current roads need pot holes fixed along with maintaining the roads 
easements.

08/10/25 No

The primary interest/concern that I want to share is the need for you to construct landscape 
overpasses or green bridges for wildlife. There are numerous examples worldwide as well as 
studies that prove this kind of solution is appropriate for preserving the natural environment around 
complex traffic thoroughfares. I can send examples of images of these natural bridges if you give 
me an opportunity with a regular email address instead of this form, which apparently doesn’t 
allow for images or attachments, just text. Thank you.

08/09/25 No Why not passenger rail?
08/08/25 Yes

08/08/25 No
This needs to run on 460 or should say Rt 13 from Belleville, Freeburg, New Athens to 
Pinkneyville! 

08/08/25 Yes Show from pinckneyville,to Sparta, 154 road way.
08/08/25 Yes Take that money and build a train route. 
08/08/25 Yes I would like to see the route utilize IL 13 at New Athens with a bypass around Freeburg

08/07/25 Yes
Love the idea. Please consider expanding it all the way through Columbia to 255. Traffic in 
Columbia needs major relief, as there are a lot of accidents. 

08/07/25 No I do not support this expansion 

08/07/25 No

There is no need for this.  I grew up in Red Bud and now live in Campbell Hill.  It is not a problem 
or take that long to get from Campbell to Red Bud or Waterloo.  There is no reason to go around 
these small towns or disrupt and destroy country side and break apart or go through many family 
farms that have been around for generations.  My family could be affected by this.  There should 
be surveys of people who actually live in these areas to see if they are for this or against.  It can’t 
be about the almighty dollar and politicians and power.  There also should be no reason that if 
someone does not want to sell their land that it can’t just be forced from them.  People have 
worked hard for their ground and continue to work hard to keep it. It’s a shame some politicians 
seem to think this needs to be done.  There are many other roads and highways in the state that 
need improvement.
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Submission Date Would you like to join the mailing list? Comment or Question

08/07/25 No

This state wastes enough of taxpayers money. This project would just be another waste of 
resources. This connector is not needed nor wanted. There are plenty of ways to get from southern 
Illinois to the St. Louis area. Bringing extra traffic through this area would be detrimental in my 
opinion. Stop wasting our tax dollars on ridiculous things!

08/07/25 No

I am against this project, as is the majority of southern Illinois residents. We do not want our taxes 
to go up anymore. Please work on managing and maintaining the current roads and bridges that 
need upkeep. If this is not the correct place to post for or against this project please let me know. 
We don’t want this. 

08/07/25 No
This is unnecessary spending put it to better use like putting  solar panels  on government  building 
and parking lots instead on ag and wildlife areas

08/07/25 No
This is a complete waste of money.  There are already plenty of underutilized routes that can be 
taken, and the current system has outpaced the area.

08/07/25 Yes
I'm very interested to know the exact location of the bypass & how close it would be to my home & 
family farm land at 2261 State Route 154, Pinckneyville.

08/07/25 Yes

The state cannot maintain the roads we have now. Focus on that instead of wasting money studying 
this unneeded project. People live in the rural areas for a reason. This will have negative impacts 
for everyone who lives along the route. Bringing more crime to rural areas as criminals travel back 
and forth from St. Louis to Carbondale. If you don’t believe that then you need to wake up and 
look what’s going on in these places. 
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Submission Date Would you like to join the mailing list? Comment or Question

08/07/25 Yes

Are the red lines north and southbound lanes or the corridor outline?  

I do NOT approve of this plan for many reasons.

First reason is because I believe we can make the current highways more sufficient.
I believe, in the future, there should be a bypass south of Red Bud, especially for semi-truck 
drivers. Maybe around Ames Rd or closer to Red Bud heading south of town. 
I also think there should be 4 lanes of traffic on Rt. 3 by the Waterloo High School to Burksville 
turn off. There is still quite a bit of traffic through that area. 
I truly think there are lane improvements that can be made on the existing highways that are in this 
plan to make travel safer and a little quicker. 
For instance, Southern Missouri and Arkansas have shifting lanes on their state highways. That is 
where you have a stretch of 2 lane highway then, come to a stretch that on one side of the highway 
gains another lane for people to pass safer for a certain distance. Then back to 2 lanes. Then 
alternate to the other side of the highway having a passing lane for a certain distance. Then have it 
back to 2 lanes until the next section of easement of passing. I understand it may sound a little 
complicated but I truly think the cost would be significantly less and improve traffic flow and 
safety. Plus, it would be less invasive without having to worry so much about zoning and eminent 
domain of houses, farmland, and woodland.

Second reason is because I do not see tons of traffic further south or east of Red Bud, IL.
I drive these highways daily to weekly. I do not see a reason for an expressway all the way to 
Murphysboro, IL. I go that way quite a bit in a year.

Third, I believe this will have easier criminal access throughout southern Illinois. Human and drug 
trafficking, stolen vehicles/high speed chases, less law enforcement on our other state and county 
roads as well as towns for crime to go up. The police department resources will be spread thinner 
than before.

Fourth is taking away farmland and woodland. In Illinois, we do not have a ton of public 
recreational land that truly gets you out and away from the public. Not to mention, the wildlife 

08/07/25 Yes
This would be a wonderful, more direct option to update and connect by adding improved 
connection from the metro east to the Carbondale area. 
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Submission Date Would you like to join the mailing list? Comment or Question

08/06/25 Yes

I live in between Waterloo and redbud and the whole reason I bought my property was for the 
seclusion because of the seclusion the first thing I noticed was the dramatic and beautiful wildlife a 
project of that scope not only will devalue the property I own by making it just like everywhere 
else It’ll have a tremendous negative impact on the wildlife that are . I own a business in St. Louis 
and I sure would like to be able to get there faster but not like this.

08/03/25 Yes

This is a great idea to connect Southern Illinois to st louis. But the route is terrible. From red bud to 
chester and then continue to Murfreesboro. This route would help the new chester bridge connect 
to this route. Alot better way to get the most out of the money spent 

08/02/25 Yes

A fast connector from Carbondale/Murphysboro to the St. Louis area is a must. This area has a lot 
to offer but can not reach its potential without adequate access to the Metro area. As a physician 
who has served the area for 20 years, I know that the lack of local entertainment opportunities and 
the difficult access to an airport is the main obstacle in talent recruitment and retention in my field. 
This project is long overdue. 

08/02/25 No

I have lived in Red Bud, Illinois, my entire life. I am 22 years old and cannot believe people are 
prioritizing convenience over people’s homes and farmland. The proposed route is going down 
Ohlwine and Blackjack Road. I have lived on Ohlwine Road my entire life and my family farm 
resides on both roads. This route needs to be moved where there are no houses. SO MANY people 
live on Ohlwine and Blackjack road and many have lived here for generations. Our land is more 
than just a plot of land. It is our EVERYTHING and none of us can lose it. Our land connects us to 
past generations and future generations knowing it’ll be passed along for many more to come. 

Please consider moving the route or canceling it all together. If people want convenience they 
should mover closer to St. Louis or work closer to their home. Peoples lives should not suffer for 
others convenience. 

08/02/25 Yes

We don't need more roads for more cars. I can drive to STL just fine on Rt 127 and 64. Stop 
wasting money IDOT. I do not support any new road construction. Fix the roads we already have. 
Transform wasteful stoplights into smarter intersection configurations that eliminate the use of 
traffic lights. Make traffic keep moving instead of stopping it and stopping it and stopping it. Do 
not build new roads. Make the ones we have smarter. 
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Submission Date Would you like to join the mailing list? Comment or Question

08/02/25 Yes

Please keep your interstate away from the Red Bud area. We love our safe, small,  rural town. We 
don't want to bring additional traffic through our area. We don't want the crime that comes with 
being an interstate community. We don't want to cross an interstate to drive to town for school and 
work. We don't want local homes and agriculture to be impacted. The path you are looking at 
between Red Bud and Carbondale isn't how we would travel to Carbondale anyway. 

08/02/25 Repair the roads we have now they are pathetic 

08/01/25 No

What would this new Interstate be numbered?  

Suggestions:

- I-255S
- I-44S
- I-64S
- I-55E
- i-57W
- I-62
- I-60
- I-58
- I-24W

08/01/25 No

There are smaller highways in central ans southern Illinois that are in severe need of repair. Since 
we have a reduction in road repair, my suggestion would be to repair what we have and then work 
on making a new highway/interstate.

08/01/25 No

How are you going to put a 4 lane through Red bud without destroying most of the downtown 
area?  Going around would involve destroying lots of farm land and houses.  I think it would 
destroy a way of life for small communities.

08/01/25 No There should be a moratorium on building more highways till we get the existing roads repaired!

08/01/25 No

This is not necessary, taking farms and homes that has been in families for generations. Take that 
money and improve what we have would be more feasible. How will it be paid for? More taxes? 
We are over taxed already.
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Submission Date Would you like to join the mailing list? Comment or Question

07/31/25 No

This project is a waste of $$$. I went to SIU Carbondale in 1971. I just visited this area from 
Fairview Heights last month and traveled the same roads I did in college. There is no need to add 
an interstate. The roads are not heavily traveled and Murphysboro has no major economic reason to 
need an interstate. Leave the beautiful countryside intact and don’t destroy farms. It’s what makes 
So IL so special. I love traveling the 2 lane roads. We can’t keep up with the road projects we have. 

07/31/25 Yes

Route three in between Columbia and Waterloo is already becoming a major bottleneck during 
peak travel times which are in the mornings and evenings. This is not even a sustainable solution 
for Monroe County.  Gas is more expensive so people will fill up outside the area in Missouri so it 
will not bring additional money to Illinois from gas except to fill up in the Carbondale or further 
south areas which again does not benefit Monroe County. It makes the most sense for a faster and 
safer drive to Thai in to Carbondale from Highway 64. It would make the most sense because 
infrastructure is largely there already, and would incorporate many counties on that particular 
corridor leading into southern Illinois. It also would incorporate the airport near Scott Air Force 
Base that has been growing and offering more flights. It could create an expansion At that airport 
as well. This would seem to make the most logical sense and create a more direct path without 
multiple stop signs and a longer travel time to Carbondale or southern Illinois.

07/31/25 No

I think it’s a good idea to improve the corridor or build a new one. I do think that the average 
member of the public may need help to understand the purpose of this project— so I would suggest 
a social media campaign that uses simple language and visuals to make the purpose and source of 
funding crystal clear. People think that this will take away funding from potholes getting fixed. 
Make it more clear that the funding was already secured, and you’ll have more people on board! I 
have little doubt that people will skip straight through this “online meeting” template to leave 
disapproving comments. 

07/31/25 No

Where is this planning on running south of Red Bud? I live in that area and you will catch hell if it 
runs near my house.

07/31/25 No

I personally think the newer turn lanes north of Murphysboro on 13/127 are a hazard.  I don't see 
any safety purpose at all. Whoever designed this  needs put away in a loony bin. That person 
clearly has never driven a semi or farm equipment.  
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Submission Date Would you like to join the mailing list? Comment or Question

07/30/25 Yes

I do NOT want the Southwest Connector anywhere near Sparta. People in our area move here to 
live in a rural area. They do not need or want to be in a metro area. I they did, there are several not 
too far and they can choose to live there. I feel the only ones who will benefit will be trucking and 
drug trafficking, neither one of which I want to see more of in my area. Please reconsider this 
project and keep it far away from Sparta and Southern Illinois.  

07/30/25 Yes

I am curious about the exact route the road will take as I live in the area. I do hope that if 
individuals land is purchased for construction entire farms/fields are purchased and  that small 
areas are not left for the landowner to deal with. I would also like to know how close the road will 
be constructed to existing homesteads before they are purchased. 

07/30/25 Yes

Pickneyville corridor was talked about back in the early 1970. Great to see that it's finally coming 
to pass.
DHS
07-30-2025

07/29/25 Yes

I would like to see that there’s plenty of drainage and culvert size to protect against flooding 
Farmfield drainage and or flash flooding. As well as the residential areas sound deadening or sound 
barriers installed as well as walking and bicycle trails along the way and for safety reasons as well 
rest stops for cars, truckers and people,With facilities and amenities to accommodate, including EV 
chargers at the rest stops taking advantage of the beautiful sites and views of our great state of 
Illinois thank you

07/29/25 No
WE definitely need this. I would like to see bypass of all the towns and cities. 5 lanes preferable 
and entrance& exit ramps

07/23/25
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Submission 
Date

What category does your 
feedback pertain to? Your feedback Latitude Longitude

08/18/25 Safety 38.21176 -89.99233

08/17/25 Environmental considerations

By placing this new southwest connector in this area I feel it will hurt many 
people in many different ways. I believe this will take away the local small 
town businesses and greatly effect a lot of the agriculture in my community. 
We are currently struggling with the solar panel development that is taking 
away prime farmland that feeds the world and support our hard working 
people in this country. I feel there are other areas that can and should be 
considered for this project if you really think it is necessary. An example 
would be to use the current 4 lane route 15 that goes into Freeburg and 
continue this roadway through the many acres of old strip mines that have 
not been used for many years. 38.17826 -89.973674

08/15/25 Economic development

This would be one of the greatest things to come to southern il in a long 
time. It would provide an easy access to the world shooting complex from 
the north. It would also draw more traffic to small towns along the interstate 
for restaurants and small businesses. I also believe it would benefit us in the 
end sending more traffic to the walkers bluff casino creating more tax dollars 
and more money for future maintenance on existing roads. Build it. 38.11538 -89.707046

08/12/25 Environmental considerations

The families in this area that rely on agriculture to support their day to day 
needs will be highly affected by this connected highway.  So much farm 
ground is being taken over by solar panels, buildings and more highways. 
How can the people in our community make a living and continue to put 
food on tables when we keep destroying prime farm ground just for more 
conveniences. Why not use the 4 lane highways that we already have like 
highway 15 from STL through belleville to Freeburg. From Freeburg add 
lanes to the already existing highway 4. In the Sparta area utilize the strip 
mine areas/ roads to make the 4 lane. This way we are not tearing up prime 
farm ground. Let's use our resources wisely and efficiently by utilizing the 
main highways we already have. 38.19195 -89.97932
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Submission 
Date

What category does your 
feedback pertain to? Your feedback Latitude Longitude

08/12/25 Economic development

I believe when using this method, you bypass towns that have already been 
impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic, Illinois tax burdens, gas tax burdens, 
and reduce access to the current businesses that have been attempting to 
thrive. Having been one who drives an hour to work and back, I can 
appreciate the sentiment to make it "easier" and more "convenient", I don't 
think that will benefit any of the towns along this corridor. 39.24023 -89.730718

08/03/25
Traffic (travel time, mobility, 
congestion)

I support this proposal, as a mom who travels frequently from murphysboro 
to the St. Louis area for doctor visits. 39.24023 -89.730718

08/03/25 Economic development

This road is full of family farms that have been passed down for generations 
and residential homes of  families that have lives here for decades. Rt 154 
isn’t a busy enough to waste tax payer money and uproot families for a road 
way down Ohlwine and blackjack road. The existing roadways  Rt 154 &. Rt 
3 should remain and add additional lanes in between towns should be added 
there if one is really needed. 38.16349 -89.921881

08/01/25
Traffic (travel time, mobility, 
congestion) Love this idea! Thank you! 39.24023 -89.730718

07/30/25

This proposal has been around 
for 50 years.  A waste of 
money traffic does not 
warrant.  Look at it 50 from 
Lebanon to Carlyle purchased 
all that row and only partial 
construction.

A total waste.  Fix the roads that already exist.  There is no population 
change to these areas. 39.24023 -89.730718

07/29/25

This is a bad for southern 
Illinois. A lot of landowners 
and residents of the area do 
not want this to happen. 
Waste of money!!!! 38.18956 -89.71342

07/29/25
Traffic (travel time, mobility, 
congestion) This new highway would help disperse the semi traffic. 37.72658 -89.143399
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Submission 
Date

What category does your 
feedback pertain to? Your feedback Latitude Longitude

07/29/25 My comment is general.
This is a waste of time. We have I-64 that we can't maintain. Take care of it 
instead of building another freeway. Get the construction done so it's safer. 37.89458 -89.501807

07/29/25
Traffic (travel time, mobility, 
congestion)

A major highway from Jackson County to St Louis would really boost So 
Illinois Economy. Thanks, Terry, West Frankfort, IL 62896 37.90032 -88.851812

07/29/25
Traffic (travel time, mobility, 
congestion)

We need this I would prefer route 13 through Freeburg, Marissa, 
Coulterville and Pinckneyville 38.40571 -89.901006

07/26/25 Economic development

New Economic Development site.  This is the new economic development 
site in eastern Red Bud.  There is a great deal of industrial traffic in this area 
already, and potentially going to be more as the new site develops. 38.21061 -89.97844

07/25/25 Safety Are right turn lanes possible at this location? 37.86252 -89.32117
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Question 8 

 

Question 9 

 

  

Rank the most important issues in the area when you are driving 

Order Ranked Issue/Topic Percent of Answers

1
Stopping or slowing down in towns when traveling through the corridor to 
access destinations outside the study area 49%

2 Lack of safe opportunities for passing 41%
3 Turning or merging onto highway 33%
4 Other peoples' driving behavior 28%
5 Roadways in disrepair (e.g. potholes, poor signage, lack of striping) 31%
6 Travel times too long 34%
7 inconvenient 34%
8 Difficulty accessing destinations 39%
9 Truck traffic or farm equipment slowing auto traffic 37%

10 Inadequate space for large truck turning movements 45%
11 Hilly terrain causing blind entrances or side roads* 49%
12 Dangerous curves* 52%
13 School bus traffic, drop-off and pick-up locations 62%
14 Parking issues* 76%
15 I do not drive 76%
16 Other* 79%
17 (blank) 97%

Rank the most important issues about traveling in the area when you are not driving

Order Ranked Issue/Topic Percent of Answers
1 Continue to travel by personal vehicle only 80%
2 Too stressful to bike or walk 51%
3 Uninviting experience walking or biking 52%
4 Lack of accessible bike/pedestrian paths 53%
5 Lack of accessible bike/pedestrian paths 55%
6 Not easy to travel with a disability (curb cuts, audible signals, etc.) 55%
7 Auto/truck traffic makes area too stressful/uncomfortable to walk/bike 57%
8 Difficult to access destinations 63%
9 Concerns about highway noise 78%

10 Other 87%







Summary of Open-Ended Responses 
“Where are the hilly locations?” 

- Route 3: Waterloo to Red Bud and Chester to Rockwood  
- IL 154: Red Bud to Sparta, Eden Rd, and Conant Rd  
- IL 127: Murphysboro to Pinckneyville, North of Pinckneyville, and near Vergennes 

 

“Where are the parking issues?” 

- 51 of 99 responses (approx. 52%) say that there are none. 
- When locations are mentioned, the most common responses are: 

o Red Bud, especially downtown 
o Route 3 from Rockwood to Chester 

 

“Where are the dangerous curves?” 

- Most mentioned locations: Pinckneyville area, including the airport; Red Bud to 
Waterloo Corridor; Sparta area 

- Most mentioned highways: Route 3, intersections Route 127 and 154 
- Important note: nearly half of all responses were left blank or labeled “none” or 

“N/A” 

 

“Are there other important issues while not driving?” 

- Protecting farmland, property, and the environment 
- Many respondents felt that impacts to the community may be too great, and that a 

new highway could ruin the area’s “rural charm.” 
- Opposition to the project (negative sentiment) included concerns about project 

 
-  
- Pedestrian and bicyclist facilities 

 

“Where would you like a bypass?” 

- Top priority towns: Red Bud, Pinckneyville, Sparta. 
- Secondary towns: Vergennes, Baldwin, Waterloo, Columbia, Nashville. 



- Broad preference: Many want bypasses for all towns to maintain speed and avoid 
downtown congestion. 

- A smaller minority oppose bypasses or the project entirely. 

 

“Where would you like safety improvements?” 

- Many respondents answered “None” or “N/A” (roughly half). 
- Among those who provided locations or ideas, the most common themes relate to: 

o Intersections and curves (especially Eden area, Pinckneyville airport curves, 
and major junctions) 

o Route 3 and Route 154 corridors 
o Route 127 corridor (Murphysboro  Pinckneyville) 
o General improvements everywhere (lighting, shoulders, signage, turn lanes) 

 

“Where would you like frontage roads?” 

- Many respondents answered “None” or “N/A” (roughly half). 
- Among those who provided input, the most common themes relate to: 

o Near businesses and homes 
o At or near towns and congested areas 

  
o Along major corridors (Route 3, Route 154) 
o  

 

“What is your (NEPA) input?” 

- 
community impact. 

- Agricultural and environmental protection is a recurring concern. 
- A small group of respondents support the project, either fully (4 lanes) or partially 

 
- Several respondents propose alternative solutions like rail service, bridge 

connections, or interstate extensions. 




